Trends in total fertility, age patterns of fertility and timing of childbearing
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od covered: In many developed countries, fertility began declining as early as the
eteenth century and most had reached low levels of fertility by 1950. Indeed, fertility
rose in many developed countries during parts of the period 1945-1965, as it recovered
from the low levels reached during the Second World War. By the 1970s, however, fer-
tility in developed countries was falling again. In the developing world, fertility levels
remained high until the 1960s and began falling in most countries of Latin America and
the Caribbean and some in Asia during in the late 1960s. By the 1970s and early 1980s
declining fertility was common in most developing countries outside of sub-Saharan
Africa. In the latter, fertility started declining later, mostly in the late 1980s or the 1990s.

The data presented in this chart are intended to bracket the period of decline for most
developing countries. However, the periods actually spanned by the earliest and lat-
est data sets for each country or area vary considerably. Among the 195 countries or
areas covered, 97 have data spanning intervals ranging from 30 to 35 years. This group
includes all developed countries or areas except Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, the
Channel Islands and Malta, as well as 23 countries and areas in Asia including China, 24
in Latin America and the Caribbean, and 9 in Africa. For a further 66 countries, the data
span intervals ranging from 19 to 29 years, and in another 12, the data span intervals
ranging from 10 to 18 years. Namibia exhibits a particularly short interval of 10 years
with the most recent observation referring to 1988 and for Niger the interval is 44 years
long. There are 15 countries or areas lacking data for two points in time.

Total fertility. Focusing on the 171 countries or areas with two observations and whose
most recent data refer to a year between 1995 and 2006, total fertility varies between
0.85 children per woman in Macao, Special Administrative Region of China, in 2004
and 7.3 children per woman in the Democratic Republic of Congo in 1995. Among the
45 developed countries in the group, total fertility varies between 1.2 and 2.0 children
per woman, with only two countries having fertility levels outside that range: New
Zealand with 2.1 children per woman in 2004 and Albania with 2.6 in 2001. Except for
Albania, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the Channel Islands, all developed coun-
tries have data for years ranging from 2002 and 2005. In 27 developed countries, fertility
declined by between 0.2 and 0.4 children per decade since around 1970. The fastest
decline among developed countries occurred in Albania, at 0.8 children per decade. In
the 126 developing countries considered, all but 15 experienced a reduction of fertil-
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age at childbearing. Among the 42 developed countries whose recent data

2000 or later years, eight show a decreasing mean age at childbearing and all are

tries in transition. Among the rest, 22 exhibit an increase averaging at least half a ye
per decade. The mean age at childbearing is particularly high in the OECD developed
countries. It has surpassed 30 years in eight of them: Denmark, France, Ireland, Italy, the
Netherlands, Spain, Sweden and Switzerland. In the 112 developing countries with two
observations and recent data dating from 1995 to 2006, the mean age at childbearing
has declined in 80 but in just 30 of them has the decline amounted to at least half a
year per decade. Armenia has the lowest mean age at childbearing at 25.2 years and the
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya the highest, at 33.3 years. Among the 20 developing countries
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Countries and areas are grouped geographically
into six major areas: Africa; Asia; Europe; Latin
America and the Caribbean; Northern America; and
Oceania. These major areas are further divided into
21 geographical regions. In addition, for statistical
convenience, the regions are classified as belong-
ing to either of two categories: more developed
or less developed. The less developed regions
include all the regions of Africa, Asia (excluding
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The data presented in this chart are for countries
and areas whose population in 2007 was greater
than 100,000. The term country refers also to ter-
ritories or areas, irrespective to their legal status or
the delimitation of their frontiers or boundaries.
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Japan), and Latin America and the Caribbean, as
well as Melanesia, Micronesia and Polynesia. The
more developed regions comprise Australia/New
Zealand, Europe, Northern America and Japan.
Countries in the more developed regions are
denominated developed countries and those in the
less developed regions are denominated develop-
ing countries.
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